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The Home of Hope

How the times have changed...
the sign across the front of the
building reads “South Sydney
Bethesda Waiting
Patients Hostel”

The Sydney Rescue Work
Society opened the Bethesda
Home, in Newtown, on

28 August 1911, although a
similar home had been run

by the Society since the early
1880s under the name of

‘The Home of Hope’. The
1970 Annual Report indicated
that by that year the home
operated in conjunction with
an adoption agency run by the
Society. Bethesda closed in the
mid 1970s.
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An early photograph of Roslyn
Hall at Rockdale. Over recent
years Communicare has taken
the time and trouble to return
this splendid building to near
original condition.
In the early 1950s an average
of thirty-two children were
cared for at Roslyn Hall from
week to week. The 1950
Annual Report quotes from a
letter, then recently received
by the Society, from a local
Rockdale resident. ..

"I was particularly impressed
with the way the children have
been trained, and I think the
home a tribute to the Matron
and Sister, who are lovely
Christians. The children look
the picture of health, and I can
see they are all well cared for
and well fed. God continue to
bless you and your Society for
caring for the less fortunate
people of our land”
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Nearly a century of
care...
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Early days...
The South Sydney Women’s
Hospital closed its doors on
31 January 1976 after nearly
a century of care. Operated
in conjunction with the
Bethesda Home, the hospital
was established by the Sydney
Rescue Work Society for
unmarried mothers in the early
1880s. It was later renamed
the Home Training School and
Lying In Hospital.
In 1970 the Annual Report of
the Hospital reported that 323
babies were born during the
year, 720 patients were treated
and there were a total of 1,227
outpatients’ attendances.
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Changing times...

The Gospel Union Hall and Relief
Centre in Commonwealth St,
Surry Hills

By 1965, the Sydney Rescue
Work Society’s Annual Report
listed the following agencies:

= South Sydney Women’s
Hospital — Camperdown

= Bethesda Unmarried
Mothers’ Home — Camperdown
= Roslyn Hall Children’s
Home — Rockdale

= Gospel Union Hall

and Relief Centre —
Commonwealth Street, City

= Business Girls’ Hostel

— Commonwealth Street, City

= Lidcombe State Hospital
Mission — Lidcombe

= Prison Ministry

= Public Appeals Office

— Commonwealth Street, City

Photograph E.;-.h..ﬂ
from the N |
1965
Annual
Report
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In the early days of w
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the work of the volunteer was
Mothers’ Day often taken for granted. They
helped care for the children,
raised the necessary funds and
helped in so many ways.

In 1970 the wife of the
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Sydney Rescue Work Society,
Communicare Mrs J Warwick Lindsay
Friendship Saturday (pictured) was reported as
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womenfolk ...”. Mrs Lindsay
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Former Headquarters staff.
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"Thursda y night tea at the
Gospel Hall”
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Fifty-one years ago...

This magnificent piece of
artwork was produced for the
1950/51 Annual Report. It picks
up the theme, echoed on the
then logotype of the Society, of

mankind'’s need for rescue, from
the world and sin.

Former SRWS ‘rondel’ logotype
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annual report and fundraising
appeal item.
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Extract from "A Few Facts",
1891 Publication.
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Camden and Liverpool

In 1891 the Society for
Providing Homes for
Neglected Children operated
children’s homes in Camden
and Liverpool — then well

away from the growing city

of Sydney. The photograph
above appeared in many of the
Society’s fundraising appeals as
did the photograph below
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Ardill House...
then and now
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One hundred years apart, the
photograph above, and that on
the facing page show Ardill
House as it was at the turn of
the last century and today. The
beautiful gardens have given
way to artificial turf — the
price you pay for providing
out-of-school hours care to
two hundred or so boisterous
children!
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Right from the
beginning...

George Ardill, founder of the

Sydney Rescue Work Society
George Ardill, a prominent Christian
businessman and philanthropist formed
the Sydney Rescue Work Society after
discovering an impoverished family and
their children living amongst the graves
of a well-known Sydney cemetery.
Similarly the Society for Providing
Homes for Neglected Children (later
to be called the Society for Providing
Services for Neglected or Needy
Children) has seen the importance of
playing a pro-active role in the provision
of quality children’s and family services.
Now both organisations operate under
the management of Communicare Sydney.
Over the one hundred and twenty years
since, the two societies have worked
to ensure that the lot of their fellow
Sydneysiders’ has been improved...
during two world wars, the great
depressions of the 1890s and the 1930s
and during the more recent social
dislocation caused by the recession of
the late 1980s.
Child and family care has changed
but the underpinning philosophy and
Christian principles of Communicare
have not.





